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February 2, 2021 
 
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
SB1241 Relating to Intoxicating Liquor; Common Carrier Reporting 
Friday, February 5th, 2021 at 9:30am 
  
Re: IN OPPOSITION OF SB1241 
 
Aloha Chair Senator Baker, Vice Chair Senator Chang, and members of the Committee, 
 

My name is Garrett W. Marrero, I live in Kihei, HI. Maui Brewing Co. has locations on Maui in Lahaina 
and Kihei, and on Oahu in Waikiki and Kailua. We distribute across the Hawaii, 19 other States, and 10 
countries. We began in 2005 with 26 team members and have added more than 700 to our team pre-COVID of 
course. I was selected as the National Small Business-Person of the year in 2017 for my work at Maui Brewing 
Co.  

 
I am writing on behalf of myself and our local family-operated business in strong opposition of SB1241 

which will add unnecessary layers of reporting shipments as these shipments are already required to be 
reported under the current Direct Shipment system. 

 
There is already a system that requires tracking of alcohol shipments into the state of Hawaii. Adding 

yet another layer of bureaucracy will only add to the burden of the carriers and in turn the suppliers while 
forcing an already over-burdened government agency to monitor the shipments that are already being 
monitored.  

 
I'm not certain where the idea for this bill came from but it is clearly not from anyone who understands 

how the current systems work and seems to create a solution for a problem that simply does not exist. In a time 
when we need to focus on rebuilding our economy and operating with the utmost efficiency, government is duty 
bound to streamline operations and to avoid adding unnecessary tasks to its agencies and burden businesses 
with double or triple the work that is already being done. 

 
Please vote no on this bill and get it off the agendas so we may focus on finding solutions to real 

problems that need immediate addressing in our challenged State. 
 
As always, I am here in service of the State of Hawai'i and hope that you will call on business leaders to 

advise on critical issues facing our islands. 
 

 Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments in OPPOSTION of SB1241, a bill that will only 
serve to waste resources and add layers of burdens to both business and government.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Garrett W. Marrero 
CEO/Founder 
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Steve Haumschild 
Testifying for Lanikai 
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Comments:  

This bill just adds unnessary layers of reporting that duplicates what wine shippers 
already have to do. There is no purpose in the duplication besides extra work  

 



  

Cindy Goldstein, PhD 
Executive Director 
Hawaiian Craft Brewers Guild 
98-814 C Kaonohi Street 
Aiea, HI 96701 
  

 SB1241 Relating to Intoxicating Liquor:  Carrier Reporting  
Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection    

  Friday, February 5, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.  Conf room 229  
      

Position: Oppose   
 
Chair Senator Rosalyn Baker, Vice Chair Senator Stanley Chang and members of the 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection,  
 

The Hawaiian Craft Brewers Guild is a nonprofit trade organization representing the interests of 
small craft breweries across the State of Hawaii.  Our members are independent craft breweries 
producing 100% of their beer in Hawaii.  The Hawaiian Craft Brewers Guild represents 18 small 
craft brewery businesses from across the state, almost all of the craft beer producers in Hawaii. 
Our members are united in our pursuit to promote economic activity and growth for Hawaii’s 
beer manufacturers and enhance opportunities in our communities.  
 

The Hawaiian Craft Brewers Guild and our member breweries embrace the responsible 

consumption of alcohol.  

Carriers reporting transport of liquor for delivery. 

Requiring carriers to file monthly reports for the transportation of liquor from outside the State 
for delivery into Hawaii sets up a process that is redundant and cumbersome. Reporting to 
county liquor control and liquor commissions is needed already for manufacturers that are 
shipping to Hawaii. The long list of information required for monthly reporting from carriers 
presented in this proposed legislation duplicates much of what manufacturers are already 
expected to include in similar reports to liquor control and liquor commissions of the county 
when liquor is shipped into Hawaii.   
 
Hawaii’s craft beer manufacturers are concerned this may result in loss of future opportunities to 
work with carriers to transport craft beer out of Hawaii if direct to consumer shipping is 
expanded beyond wine.  Carriers could decide it has become too difficult and too costly to do all 
the required record keeping and frequent reporting each month, resulting in carriers no longer 
interested in transporting into Hawaii and more importantly, no longer interested in transporting 
out of Hawaii. Carriers may decide not to offer services transporting craft beer and other liquor 
manufactured in Hawaii to customers out of the State. Small independent craft brewery 
businesses may end up bearing the costs that result from this legislation, with exorbitant rates to 
cover carrier’s costs for this process. This legislation could make it prohibitively expensive to 
expand the ability of craft beer, wine, and other liquor manufacturers to reach customers in 
other states.  
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We request the Senate Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection not move this bill 
forward.  Mahalo for considering our testimony in opposition to SB 1241. 



 
 

 
 

The Hawaii Senate 
2021 Regular Session 

 
Committee Commerce and Consumer Protection 

 

Date of Hearing:  February 5, 2021 
 

Chair Baker, Vice-Chair Chang and Members of the Committee: 
 
RE:  Testimony in Opposition to SB 1241 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit Testimony on SB 1241.  As the president of Maui 

Wine, Ltd. I am concerned that this bill will add another layer of cost to both the shipper and 
the consumer.  Alcohol can only travel legally through specific carriers and the cost for 
shipping and existing compliance requirements is substantial and often difficult to explain to 

the consumer.  These carriers, like all freight carriers have already added significant price 
increases in 2021 due to the pandemic. 

 
As a licensee, Maui Wine is already providing to each of the County liquor departments the 
following information:   
 
Report no later than January 31st of each year to the department the total amount of wine shipped 
to persons in the county during the preceding calendar year. The report shall include: 

1.       Winery name and address; 

2.       Direct shipment of wine permit number; 

3.       Name, address, telephone number, email address and facsimile number of the person     

       submitting the report for the winery; 

4.       Name, address, and date of birth of the purchaser(s) of wine;  

5.       Name and address of the receiver(s) of wine;  

6.       Product name(s), quantity (bottles/liters), and price(s); and 

7.       Date of shipment(s); 

 
The carriers would be duplicating this information at a cost that will be passed on to the 

consumer, and Maui Wine, Ltd.  If, the intent of this bill is to find shipments coming into the 
State without a license or reporting mechanism, then all wholesalers in Hawaii should be 
exempt not just class 1 and class 3.  Classes 16 and 18 should also be added to keep the bill 

consistent with all wholesalers’ licensees in the State.  
 

Thank you for your time and consideration of not adding additional costs to doing business in 
Hawaii.     

808.878.1266 HC1 BOX 953
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Testimony of Kuʻuhaku Park 
On Behalf of Matson Navigation Company, Inc. 

Comments on SB1241 
Before the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

February 5, 2021 
 

Dear Chair Baker, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee, 
 
 Matson Navigation Company, Inc. (“Matson”) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments 
on SB1241, Relating to Intoxicating Liquor, and respectfully requests amendments.  This measure 
requires any express carrier company, common or contract carrier, or any other person that transports 
liquor from outside the State for delivery in the State to any person to prepare and file monthly reports 
with the appropriate county Liquor Commission.  There is an exception for transportation of liquor to 
those having a class l manufacturer license or class 3 wholesale dealer license. 
 
 Matson complies with disclosure requirements at all levels of government and we do not 
believe this measure is intended to extend to water carriers as defined and regulated by the Surface 
Transportation Board of the United States.  Rather, we believe that this measure is intended to ensure 
compliance of other methods of shipping liquor into the State.  We suggest amending this measure to 
expressly exclude water carriers. 
 
 We suggest including the following language at page 1, line 9: “(a)  Notwithstanding section 281-
33, any express carrier company, common or contract carrier, except water carriers and water carriers 
as defined and regulated by the Surface Transportation Board of the United States, or other person 
that transports liquor from outside the State for delivery in the State to any person, except those having 
a class 1 manufacturer license or class 3 wholesale dealer license, shall prepare and file a monthly report 
with the liquor commission or liquor control adjudication board of each county in which the delivery is 
made.” 
 
 Thank you for considering our suggested amendment. 
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